EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAR         [1914

Imperial Chancellor sent for the British Ambassador
and opened his heart to him. His view was that the
quarrel with Serbia was purely Austria's business,
with which Russia had no concern ; he could not
accept the conference suggested by Sir Edward Grey,
for that would look like sitting in judgment on
sovereign Powers ; but a war among the Great
Powers must be avoided, and he was very willing
to co-operate with Britain to this end. Ho was
anxious for direct negotiations between Vienna and
Petrograd, and was advising Vienna accordingly.
We know from other sources what this advice was.
He told Austria not to refuse further conversations,
to seize Serbian territory as a guarantee, but to
explain to Russia that she did not intend permanent
annexation. In this there was no hint of concession.
The impossible Austrian demands remained. The
action, in fact, was part of the elaborate hypocrisy
by which Germany hoped to mislead Britain. It
was not successful. On the afternoon of the 29th,
Sir Edward Grey very seriously and courteously
warned Prince Lichnowsky of the dangerous waters
to which Germany was steering. '' The situation was
very grave. While it was restricted to the issues at
present actually involved, we had no thought of
interfering in it. But if Germany became involved
in it, and then Trance, the issue might be so great
that it would involve all European interests."

On the 29th too, the day on which the bombard-
ment on Belgrade began, Russia ordered partial
mobilization. The news reached Germany, and
some time between 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. on the 29th
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